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5th March — Annual Meeting - Members' Night. 


MARCH, 1982 


Meeting 


- Meeting 2nd April - "A Naturalist in New Zealand" — Mr. J.H. 
| Willis : Venue St. Paul's Hall. 
' Excursion No March excursion due to holiday weekend. 


Excursion 4th April — Sunday - Half-day. Enfield. 
Leader Mrs. P. Murphy. 
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President: Dr. F. HARRAP Phone 30 1651 Meetings, as specified, are held In the Administrat- 

! f fon Building of the School of Mines and Industri 7 

| Vice-pres: Mrs. M. ROTHERAM Phone 31 4054 lydiord Street South, Ballarat, commencing eet 

Secretary: Miss H. BURGESS Phone 312210 EXCURSIONS, AS SPECIFIED, COMMENCE FROM 

; CROCKERS, Cnr. STURT and ARMSTRONG STREETS, 

Treasurer: Mr. S. REYNOLDS Phone 327721 BALLARAT, AT 9.30am FOR FULL DAY OUTINGS. 
Editor Mr. J. NETHERWAY Phone 32 7296 OR AT 1.30pm FOR HALF DAY. 


NEW MEMBERS — The President welcomed Mr. & Mrs. Markby, 
and Cait and Liam Markby and wished them a long and happy 
association with the Club. 


REPORTS AT THE MEETING ON FEBRUARY 5TH 


Mr. Reynolds - 


Mr. Fink - 


Mrs. Williamson — 
Miss Burgess — 


Dr. Harrap - 


Mr. 


Lumb - 


Hyacinth Orchids off Boronia Rd. and 
Havelock St. almost finished, early February. 


Broad-lipped Leek Orchids (Prasophyllum 
patens) in the Brisbane Ranges. 

Reed Warblers again nesting in pampas grass 
at Grammar. 


Spotless Crake and Little Grassbird at 
Coghill's Creek. 


Brown Bittern at Merin Merin Swamp, also 
Brown Songlark,. 


Nesting: in the Wombat Forest, Gang Gang 
Cockatoo, White-naped Honeyeater, Rufous 
Fantail, Grey Fantail; at Lake Wendouree, 
Blue-billed Duck - pair with 7 ducklings, 
Crested Grebe with young on back; at Fell's 
Gully, Fairy Martin with sparrow; at 
Clarkesdale, Sacred Kingfisher; at Mt. 
Helen, Striated Pardalote, Spotted 
Pardalote. 


- Outstanding birds: at Learmonth, Spotless 
Crake, Red-kneed Dotterel, Black—fronted 
Dotterel; at Clunes, Brown Bittern, Brown 
Song Lark; at Clarendon and at Lake 
Wendouree, Greenfinch; on Glenelg Highway, 
Musk Lorikeets. 


- Manual Trapping at Lorne Forest Park, 
Brown Antechinus, Dusky Antechinus, 
Southern Bush Rat; at Anglesea, Short- 

nosed Bandicoot. 


EXCURSION TO WOMBAT STATE FOREST, 7.2.82. 
On a day of Total Fire Ban 12 members set out for the 
Wombat State Forest led by John Harris. Driving via 
Clark's Hill with its fine views, we turned off towards 
Barkstead passing a lot of butterflies and something that 
is seldom seen these days, several paddocks with stooks 
of oats. Following the Creswick—Daylesford railway line 
we entered the forest, where we stopped by the first 
hyacinth orchid on the right, and walked into it for a 
short distance, it was a fine example of rejuvenated 
forest of a 100 years of age. Messmate, stringybark, 
narrow leafed peppermint gum and candlebark predominated. 
It was delightfully cool in this area, the last time we 
were to feel so during the day. 


The next part of our route was along the old railway 
track itself, now partly overgrown and in places a tunnel 
of green, then with windows closed and through clouds of 
dust, John took us to three more areas to show us stages 
in the management of timber forests, finally at a stand 
of 40 marked trees, he tested our capabilities as 
foresters, by getting us to decide which trees to reject 
and which to keep. After this great effort we were all 
ready for our lunch break at Nolan's Creek and were 
thankful to find enough shade trees for all the cars, 
however, we didn't all relax as one member came provided 
with dusters and brush, and proceeded to do a spring- 
clean job on his car! Happily some other members 

joined us here for the remainder of the day. 


During the afternoon we walked along a track beside the 
creek which was full of ferns and wire grass, then we 
climbed up the hill where the vegetation quickly showed 
changes from the water loving plants at the creek, to the 
spiky bushes and stunted trees on the ridge. John was still 
eager and indefatigable, unfortunately as a group we were 
feeling the effects of the climb in the sun, so we elected 
to return to the cars to our flasks of tea and fruit juice. 
Exhausted though we were, it was agreed that it was a 

most rewarding day mainly due to John and his enthusiasm. 


EXCURSION TO WOMBAT STATE FOREST 
PLANT LIST 


FERNS 

Fishbone water fern (Blechnum nudum) 

Hard water fern (Blechnum watsii) 

Austral king fern (Todea barbara) 

Austral bracken (Pteridium esculentum) 

Bat's wing fern (Histiopteris) ’ 
Scrambling Coral fern (Gleichenia microphylla) 


MONOCOTYLEDONS 
Forest wire grass (Tetrarrhena juncea) 
Red fruited saw-sedge (Gahnia sieberiana) 


Hyacinth orchid (Dipidiom punctatum) 


DIOTYLENDONS 

Silver banksia (Banksia marginata) 

Silky hakea (Hakea sericea) 

Australian clematis (Clematis aristata) 
Tangled dodder-laurel (Cassytha glabella) 
Hop wattle (Acacia stricta) 

Spike wattle (Acacia oxycedrus ) 

Narrow leaf wattle (Acacia mucronata) 
Narrow-leaf bitter pea (Daviesia virgata) 
Gorse leaf bitter pea (Daviesia ulicifolia) 
Golden bush pea (Puttenaea gunnii) 
Mueller's bush pea (Puttenaea muelleri var. reflexifolia) 
Small boronia (Boronia nana) 

Pomaderris 

Bootlace bush (Pimelea axiflora) 
Elderberry panax (Tieghemopanax sambucifolius) 
Christmas bush (Prostanthera lasianthos) 
Prickly currant bush (Coprosma quadrifida) 
Cut-leaf daisy (Brachycombe multifida) 
Common cassinia (Cassinia aculeata) 
Toothed daisy—bush (Olearia agrophylla) 


BIRD BUSH 


Kookaburra, Grey fantail, Striated thornbill, Rufous fantail, 


Eastern spinebill, White-naped honeyeater, Yellow-faced 
honeyeater, Crimson rosella, White-browed scrub wren, 
Yellow robin, Pallid cuckoo, Grey currawong, Gang-gang 
cockatoo, White-throated tree creeper, Wedge-tailed eagle. 


Gerry Low. 


SNIPPETS FROM ROGER THOMAS 


No doubt some members noticed the article in "Nature Notes" 
requesting information about birds close to the "city 
limits" of Ballarat, but perhaps others were away from 
home at the time, so I will repeat the request here: 
close have the following birds been seen to Ballarat? — 
Little Eagle, Jacky Winter, Dusky Woodswallow, White- 
winged Chough, Tawny Frogmouth, Red-browed Finch, Australian 
Raven, Fieldwren, Red-rumped Parrot and Common Bronzewing. 


How 


Some of these have been seen at such places as Gong Gong 
and Invermay, but not actually in Ballarat proper, so any 
information will be gratefully received. Also, I have no 
records of the Spotted Turtle-dove outside the Ballarat 
suburban area — records relate to Alfredton, Wendouree, 
Black Hill, Warrenheip, Mt. Clear and Sebastopol; none 
yet from Buninyong or Creswick. 


The information is required for the book "Birds of the 
Ballarat Region", to be published later this year. 


Please write to Roger Thomas, Box 42, Linton. 3360. I am 


on the phone, but might be hard to contact direct, so 
writing will be better. 
DE 
Some interesting bird observations at Lake Wendouree in 
late January included several clutches of Great Crested 
Grebes, good numbers (most for several years) of Blue- 
billed Ducks, a Spotted Crake, a Grey Currawong, a small 
group of Blue-winged Shovelers, a flock of 60 Little Ravens 
and two young Sacred Kingfishers just out of their nest. 
It was interesting to note the decline in song of the Reed 
Warblers with and after the spell of very hot weather. 


ee 
Who noticed the two references to Bustards or Wild 
Turkeys in the Courier's "In Retrospect" column recently? 
Wild Turkey was apparently a common meal for Christmas 
dinner in 1881, and the birds were common at Smeaton in 
early 1882. They are very rare anywhere in Victoria 
nowadays. 

Roger Thomas. 


FEBRUARY MEETING 


Miss Barbara Cooper was the guest speaker at our February 
meeting. She spoke on the Aborigines of Victoria. 


Speculation places the dates of human occupation in 
Australia up to 100,000 years ago. Real evidence has 
been found to date it at 40,000. A skull of a cremated 
female was found at Lake Mungo in New South Wales. It has 
been positively identified at 26,000 years old. Stone 
tools are also eroding out at this site. Very little 
difference has been found in the style of tools in 

30,000 years. The earliest dated boomerang has been 
dated at 10,000 years from a site in South Australia. 

They never developed pottery. Soil from a site is carefully 
removed, sieved, soaked and then sieved again to discover 


what was eaten. Rabbits. do a lot of damage to Archeological 
sites. 


Middens on the coast have shells, stone tools etc. The 
site near Rokewood is a ceremonial site. Art sites are 

in the Grampians and near Stawell and Mt. Carmel is an 

axe site (greenstone). This important stone was exchanged 
around groups. Stone circles near Mt. Napier near Hamilton 
were used as huts. (May have copied European huts). They 
lived in these three to five months at a time. 


Victorian Aborigines were a settled population and lived 
well off the land. The Burrumbeet group had two main 
environments to exploit. In the forested areas they 
gathered roots, seeds etc. and caught wallabies, kangaroos, 
possums and emus. The lake attracted aquatic birds and 
they also caught fish,eels and freshwater mussels, and 
gathered reeds. There was an extensive variety of plant 
food available including the highly favoured ‘murnong' which 
is a grass-like plant with a tuber, now called the Yam 
Daisy (Microseris scapigera). 


The Aborigines made possum or kangaroo skin rugs. Up to 
80 possum skins were sewn together by sinew taken from the 
kangaroo tail. The skins were dried and then decorated 


using the lower jaw and sharp tooth of the possum as an 
engraving tool. 


Animal bones were’ used in many different ways — as incising 
tools, fish hooks, points for spears etc. Stone is the 
most common material associated with Aborigines but in 
South Eastern Australia they had passed out of the stone 
phase to a predominantly wooden-based tool assemblage. 


The Aborigines decorated themselves with scars, netted 
headwear, feathers reed necklaces, painting etc. When 
white men came,there were approx. 8000 Aborigines in 
Victoria. The last of the Ballarat tribe died in 1893. 
Australian aboriginals lived in small nomadic groups which 
belonged loosely to a "tribe". The tribe was a focus group 
for ceremonies, trade and exchange and support during 
territorial disputes. The area around Ballarat belonged 
to the WOTHOWURUNG tribe. The initial area around modern 
Ballarat was inhabited by the Burrumbeet-Bulluk group. 
Bast of Mount Warrenheip was occupied by the Lal Lal 
group. South of this area lived the Merrimu group and 

the Baronighurk. The Wardy Yallock lived directly south 
of Lake Burrumbeet. 


Our thanks and appreciation of a very interesting and 
informative taik by Miss Cooper was given by Lindsay Fink . 


Jean Spicer. 


The editor wishes to express his appreciation of all 
those who have contributed to the production of our 
Excursion-News Sheet over the last two years, especially 
Leonie Borch for typing, Graham Hawley for drawings for 
the front cover, Margaret Tonkin and Jean Spicer for 
reports on our meeting items, all who have prepared 


reports of excursions, and all who have contributed a 
variety of other material. 


Thank you. 


FLORA OF AUSTRALIA 


The introductory volume of a new "Flora of Australia" 
has been published : "Flora of Australia: Volume 1, 
Introduction". It may be obtained from Australian 


Government Publishing Service bookshops or from A.G.P.S. 
Mail Order Sales, Box 84, P.O. Canberra, A.C.T. 2600, for 
$12.50 (hard cover) or $9.50 (soft). For postage and 
packing add $3 (hard) or $1 (soft). 


The book is planned to be the forerunner of some 50 
volumes covering the 18,000 vascular plants —- ferns and 
their allies, flowering plants and conifers. The addition 
of simpler plants such as mosses and fungi could push the 
total to 25,000. This total includes both native plants 
and those from overseas that have established themselves 
here. 


Volume 1 sets the scene for the rest of the work. After 

a short introduction come three chapters on the history of 
the project, the evolution of Australia's plants,and the 
classification scheme used in the "Flora". Then follows 

a key to the flowering plant families, an illustrated 
glossary, and a brief index. 


SMOKE FROM FIRES 


Forest fires pour enormous amounts of smoke into the air 
over Australia each year. A day's prescribed burning in 
a forest — to reduce the bushfire risk by removing forest 
fuel -— can send up more than 1000 tonnes of smoke. To 
keep the smoke problem to a minimum, it is necessary to 
know how much smoke a planned burn will produce, where it 
will go, and what its composition will be. 


Scientists from several Divisions in Melbourne have found 
that smoke from jarrah forest fires in Western Australia 
reach heights of up to 4300 metres. The smoke spreads 
out downwind as a fan with an angle of 12-13 no matter 
the wind speed. 


For a mild prescribed burn, 1.5-4 per cent of fuel goes up 
in smoke compared with less than 0.5 per cent for a very 
hot fire. The quantities of tar, char and ash in the 
smoke vary according to the intensity of the fire. 
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